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, CITIES IN COMPETITION 


When this war is over, there will be great 
competition between cities and states for economic 
advantage = so much competition that some may for- 


get that we are all parts of the United States of 
America. Unless reason is used, some of the inter- 
h state barriers created inthe past and slowly being 


abolished just before the war broke, may reappear. 
We can foresee much pulling m the part of many cit- 
jes to retain the airplane plants created for the 
war. It is no secret that many communities now 
, "suffering" from prosperity face an uncertain fu- 
ture. 
‘ 6) @ Competition is not wholly bad - in fact much 
” good can come from it. It is wholly desirable a- 
a mong private industries, and rational competition 
‘ is equally desirable among cities. There is no 





“4 reason why the dullard city should reap benefits 
- that would not accrue to an individual who suffers 
ny fron inertia or to an industry which fails to use 
e imagination. 
3 In spite of the fact that the future of our 
~ cities depends on state, regional, national and 
international factors, cities can toavery consid- 
41 erable extent DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURES. If the 
ne industrialists ofa city are forward looking, imag- 
ky inative, cooperative, andifthe city officials are 
bs equally forward looking, imaginative and cooperative 
ve - if both are willing to assume leadership, that 
n city may progress when a city with equal natural 
advantages may fail. 

There will be much competition for industry 
nd in the future. Will industry go to a city where 
d, the amenities are lacking, or will industry go to 
D. a city which has adequate electric power, good 
1s | transportation facilities, adequate housing for 
en workers, good recreation facilities, water supply, 
or Sewage disposal? Given a choice between a city 

where the officials are content to do things in 
the old way, where they assume that their function 
th | is to collect, taxes, maintaina police and fire de- 


te partment, listen to complaints, ora city where the 
my @y Officials believe in new administrative techniques 
"ywKO:. attain municipal efficiency, where they are 
’ willing toassume leadership in order that industry, 
commerce, and government may work together for the 
advantage of all, where they believe that there are 

positive things that government may do to advance 

ne interests of socially desirable private enter- 


prise - given this choice, where will the industry 
go? The answer is obvious if you are thinking of 
the kind of industry thata city ought to want rath- 
er than the fly-by-night industry which does the 
community no good. 

Let us look at two cities in the Middle West. 
They both havea population of about 150,000. Both 
have grown slowly in the past decade. Both have 
conservative industries which suffered greatly in 
the depression. Both have prosperous industries 
serving war purposes though these industries are 
somewhat different from the pre-war industries. 
Both serve a prosperous agricultural hinterland. 
In each casea considerable amount of the commercial 
business comes from outside the city limits. Both 
have "good" populations of orderly, trained workers. 

Each city has had a plan commission for many 
years which admittedly has been inactive. One city 
had a "master plan" made for it some twenty years 
ago, but mostof the officials of the community have 
never seen that plan. In both communities the of- 
ficials and some of the merchants and industrialists 
are concerned about their future. 

In one city the merchants have expressed their 
concern, but no steps have been taken beyond that. 
The planning agency has not been reorganized, it 
has not been given funds ora staff, no other agency 
has been created to consider the post-war future of 
the city. 

The other city said that it has no municipal 
money for planning purposes because it is broke and 
doesn't even have enough money to carry on the day- 
to-day activities of municipal government (in both 
cities and states there are tax limitation laws). 
But, the municipal officials, concerned about the 
future of the city, met recently with the leading 
bankers, merchants, and industrialists. They talked 
together about their possible future, about what 
steps industry, commerce, and government must take 
to insure their future in so far as the city can do 
so. They decided to reorganize their planning agency 
and in order that it might concern itself with the 
broader objectives of planning, appointed a leading 
industrialist, merchant, and banker to the planning 
commission. They found some city money with which 
to organize a staff and were promised outside as- 
sistance. 


Which city would you bet on? (WHB) 








NATIONAL RESOURCES PLANNING BOARD ABOLISHED 


The National Resources Planning Board has been 
abolished. It was givena grant of $50,000 to wind 
up its business not later than the 3lst of August. 
It will be recalled that the Senate approved an 
appropriation of $200,000. The action described 
above came about through the insistence of the 
House for abolition of the Board. 


REPLANNING OF WAR-DEVASTATED COMMUNITIES 
IN GREECE 


At the suggestion and with the support of the 
Coordinating Committee of the American Agencies in 
Greece aid the American Friends of Greece, the Plan- 
ning and Housing Division of the School of Architec- 
ture at Columbia University, under the direction of 
J. Marshall Miller, has developed several prelimi- 
nary replanning studies for war-damaged Greek com- 
munities. To date, plans have been prepared for 
Larissa and for the Canea-Suda Bay area of Crete. 

In the case of Larissa, the principal agricul- 
tural community of Greece and capital of the Prov- 
ince of Thessaly, alternative plans have been pre- 
pared. One assumes that in spite of extensive 
damage, certain areas of the city may be preserved 
and incorporated into a replanning scheme. The 
second plan is based on the assumption that the 
city is so completely destroyed that it would be 
logical and economically sound to replan the entire 
area without any attempt to preserve or rebuild the 
few remaining ruins. 

In the Suda-Bay area of Crete it is proposed 
that the capital city, Canea, be rebuilt on a new 
site on the shores of Suda Bay. The reasons given 
for relocation of Canea are that the harbor of the 
present town is entirely inadequate for medium or 
large ships, that the new location offers the pos- 
sibility of a seaplane base and a naval base, and 
that, generally, it will bemore inexpensive to con- 
struct the necessary utilities othe new site than 
to attempt their reconstruction inthe ruins of 
the damaged city. Thepresent city dates from pre- 
historic times and it is thought that a careful 
archeological study of the ruins, made possible by 
removal of the city to a new site, will yield new 
and valuable information concerning Minoan culture. 





COMMITTEE FOR CONGESTED PRODUCTION AREAS 


Corrington Gill, formerly assistant admini- 
strator of WPA and more recently consultant in the 
War Department, has accepted the post of National 
Director of the recently appointed Committee for 
Congested Production Areas. This Committee is made 
up of the highest or second highest official of the 
Bureau of the Budget, the War Production Board, the 
War Manpower Commission, the Federal Works Agency, 
the National Housing Agency, the War and Navy De- 
partments. It is anticipated that area directors 
will be selected from each of the designated con- 
gested areas. Each area director is to have an 
advisory committee representing local, state, and 
federal agencies. 


DETROIT PROPOSES OCCUPATIONAL LEVY 


Mayor Jeffries of Detroit has proposed that a 
one per cent occupational tax be levied for the pur- 
pose of raising an additional capital improvement 
fund of $10,000,000 annually. He suggested that 
$2,500,000 of this fund be spent yearly to acquire 
more airport. facilities; that $3,000,000 be spent 
annually for aequiring obsolescent property in 
blighted areas; that $2,500,000 be accumulated 
yearly to match federal, state, and county funds 
for express highways; that $1,000,000 be set a- 
side annually as a reserve fund for river front 
development; that $1,000,000 be allocated annually 
for expansion of Wayne University. 


INDIANA ECONOMIC COUNCIL 


The Indiana Economic Council created by the 
last legislature held its organization meeting 
on June 8. An Executive Committee consisting of 
Messrs. Atwood, Biddinger, Barnhart, and Hadden 
was elected. The Council hasa biennial appropria- 
tion of $50,000. 

The members of the Council are as follows: 
Citizen members appointed by Governor Schricker - 
Stephen C. Noland, Chairman; Cornelius O'Brien, 
Vice-Chairman; Edmond Foust, Secretary-Editor; Dr. 
George Starr; Charles J. Lynn; William ‘Carson; 
Kenneth B, Elliott; R. Earl Peters; George C. Wright; 
Arnold Atwood; Joseph E. Finerty; G. E. Lommel. 
Senate members - Thurman A. Biddinger and Walter 
Vermillion. House members - Mrs. Clara Van Coons 
and Matthew E. Welsh. Ex-Officio members - Gover- 
nor Henry F. Schricker; Hugh A. Barnhart, Samuel C. 
Hadden, Dr. Thurman B. Rice, Dean Harry J. Reed and 
Thomas R. Hutson. 





Through the courtesy of the British Infor- 
mation Services, all members of ASPO will re- 
ceive a copy of Post-War Planning in Britain. 
This is the most comprehensive guide to post- 
war planning activity in Great Britain and the 
agencies promoting it which has yet been pub- 
lished. 
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INTERSTATE COMMITTEE ON POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT 


This Committee grew out of four regional con- 
ferences called by the Council of State Governments 
and attended by 19 state governors and over 700 
delegates, comprising state and local officials, 
state legislators, members of commissions on inter- 
state cooperation, representatives of state plan- 
ning boards and state defense councils. The Com 
mittee has among its members five governors and 
four representatives of state planning boards. A- 
mong the recommendations of the Committee are the 
following: 

1. That a central agency, 
and financed, be des- 


adequately staffed 


war workers. 

(g) To publicize all findings and recommenda- 
tions sufficiently in advance of the time at which 
legislative or other action on them will be required 
in order to permit the development of an informed 
public opinion on all issues involved. 

4. That where necessary, states pass enabling 
legislation permitting local governments to estab- 
lish post-war planning bodies. 

5. That appropriate state agencies be designa- 
ted or established to prepare portfolios of needed 
post-war public works including the following types 

of projects: 











ignated or estsébd- 
lished inevery state 





BRIDGL’”OL PUBLIC WORKS 





(a) Mainte- 
nance and repair pro- 





to concern itself jects necessary to 
definitely and spe- ‘insurance Ainst cuaos restore normal puuias 
cifically with post- 4 BEGINNING OF FULL services to their 
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thus designated or etc., which will fa- 
established, include FULL EMPLOYMENT VALLEY FULL Emplovment./4 Cilitate the conver- 
in their membership DURING WARTIME Of On PEACE TIME NcEDs] Sion of war indus- 
representatives of UNEMPLOYMENT tries to peacetime 
state and local gov- use. 
ernments, industry (c) Projects 
and commerce, labor for future develop- 
and agriculture. ment and expansion 
3. That state pepe oe — 
agencies for post-war [>> S an 5 1 or master plan. 
nie menses ond CITY PLANNING commission LOS GELES, CALIFORNIA 6. Taek atk ee 
development be charged essary arrangements, 


with the following duties: 

(a) To conduct overall studies and investi- 
gations relative to the social and economic recon- 
struction and development of the state. 

(b) To stimulate and assist post-war prepa- 
ration and research by individual business concerns 
in respect to such matters as potential new prod- 
ucts, production techniques, and markets. 

(c) To encourage, guide, andassist post-war 
preparation within the operating departments and 
agencies of state governments. 

(d) To energize and to establish continuing 
contacts with local or regional planning agencies, 
planning agencies in the federal government, and 
similar bodiesinthe fields of commerce and indus- 
try, labor, and agriculture for the purpose of ex- 
changing information and assistance, harmonizing 
proposed plans, policies, and programs, and secur- 
ing proper timing in their execution. 

(e) To encourage community self-appraisal 
programs so that the problems peculiar to each com 
munity may be recognized and effectively met through 
planning at either the local or state level. 

(f)To collaborate with business and labor 
groups in devising ways and means of assisting busi- 
ness concerns in the conversion of war plants, de- 
veloping new industries, utilizing state resources, 
readjusting war boom towns to maximum‘use of their 
new facilities, and guiding the migration of stranded 


including the preparation of engineering designs 
and specifications and the provision of funds, be 
made now to permit’ such public works projects to 
be put into immediate execution when the appropri- 
ate time comes. 

7. That specific projects should be selected 
and timed for execution with a view to promoting 
employment stability. 

8. That the states should aid their local sub- 
divisions in adopting similar public works programs 
through the enactment of permissive legislation and 
the furnishing of technical and other assistance. 

9. That,in programming long-range projects for 
future development and expansion, states and local- 
ities should give consideration to the modernization 
of highway and other transportation facilities with 
special emphasis on the provision of express high- 
ways and off-street parking in urban areas. Con- 
sideration should also be given to the development 
and financing of integrated systems of airports de- 
signed for both passenger and freight service. 

At the recent meeting of the Governors! Con- 
ference in Columbus, Ohio, attended by forty-three 
governors, The Executive Committee approved the 
above report. This report formed the basis for a 
large part of the discussion which took place at 
the meeting. Participating in that meeting, in 
addition to the governors, were representatives of 
industry, labor, agriculture, planning. 
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DISCONTINUANCE OF NON-CONFORMING USES 


Many zoning ordinances ao not allow re-estab- 
lishment of a non-conforming use after a specified 
period of non-operation. A member writes "How are 
we to handle the many appeals that will be made to 
allow the re-establishment of non-conforming auto 
service stations, grocery stores, real estate of- 
fices, night clubs, restaurants and such which have 
been closed more than six months or a year during 
the war?" 

A number of factors will have been responsible 
for the discontinuance of non-conforming uses. A- 
mong them are: (a) a dealer in gasoline finds it 
unprofitable to continue in business, (b) a dealer 
in gasoline has been "closed up" because of some 
violation, (c) a dealer in gasoline has found it 
more profitable to enter a factory or a war indus- 
try, (d) a dealer in gasoline or another "non-con- 
former" has joined the armed forces voluntarily or 
through selective service, (e) a butcher, grocer, 
restaurant owner has closed up because he cannot 
obtain supplies. Thereare many variations and the 
cause of the closing may be a factor the community 
will want to consider when the war is over. 

To what extent is "intent" a factor in discon- 
tinuance or abandonment of a non-conforming use? 
To what extent are patriotic appeals to be consid- 
ered? 

And who shall consider such appeals? If the 
ordinance provides for discontinuance aftera stated 
neriod, can that provision be waived later? Does 
it require a legislative act now, or after the war 
is over? And will zoning boards of appeal consider 
that they have the right to waive such rules? Our 
merber questions the suitability of a variance in 
such cases (with which we agree) and suggests that 
legisiative action is required. 

He writes further, "Although this problem 
is a bit difficult, the situation should be viewed 
as an opportunity that may not come again in 
residential neighborhoods and along many high- 
ways. Forethought, wisdom, and political tact are 
needed." 

What has your city done about such situations? 
What do you propose to do? What do you suggest? 

PLEASE WRITE US. 





<a 
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RELAXATION OF ORDINANCES FOR WAR PURPOSES 


The following resolution was adopted by the 
City Council of Portland, Oregon, during the latter 
part of May: 

WHEREAS, the war emergency has brought about 
increased business and industrial activities in the 


ry 


9° _ 
| 
| 


City of Portland, causing large influx of popula- Dear 
tion to engage in such activities and resulting in Detr 
an acute housing shortage; and, Gare 
WHEREAS, in order to make immediately avail- Gros 
able for the housing of such increased population, Hant 
the large majority of whom are engaged in defense High 
work, it has become necessary for the city to re- Linc 
lax certain ordinance restrictions relative to | Mel\ 
housing, zoning, plumbing, building construction Plym 
and the like; and, Rive 
WHEREAS, the City Council believes that such Wyan 
relaxation of said normal ordinance requirements 
is justified only because of the extreme necessity 
for full cooperation by local government with the 
federal government in order to insure effective — 
prosecution of the war to ultimate victory; and, | Alle 
WHEREAS, notice to the public and federal gov- Bell 
ernment now should be given by the adoption ofa | Ecor 
present and post emergency policy by the Council, | Flat 
clearly stating the reasons for such relaxation of Gros 
existing laws, and the City Council's intention as Gro: 
soon as practicable following the termination of the Gros 
war emergency, to deny the further extension of Gros 
land uses, leases or agreements which have been en- ' Inks 
tered into in order to alleviate present housing Hort 
shortage beyond the time limits therein specified p)) @ tiv 
and to revert immediately to former ordinance re- — Rocl 
quirements and strictly enforce the same, causing Tret 
all buildings and structures which donot conform Wayt 
with any code regulations to be removed or made to 
comply therewith. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that itis the 
policy of the City Council that such of the city ge 
ordinances as have been or may hereafter be modi- Bre 
fied or relaxed for the purpose of providing living Can 
quarters for defense workers and others, were and Dea 
will be passed by the Council only because of the Boo 
City Council's recognition of the exigencies of the Gra 
war program and that when such exigencies cease to Gro 
exist, the Council will repeal said ordinance pro- we 
visions relaxing ordinary code requirements, es- Liv 
tablish the various city codes and ordinances to Mon 
their normal provisions and exact strict compliance Han 
therewith. md 
Red 
AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT IN WISCONSIN Rom 
The Wisconsin State Planning Board, undera | 
recent legislative amendment, has been instructed Tay 
to assist counties and cities to make airport plans ven 
as part of the State's declared policy of develop- 
ing acomprehensive system of public airports. The C 








Board will make no charge for its services and will 
handle requests for assistance in the order in which 
they are made. Localities are urged to start work pil Q 
now by appointing an airport committee to investi- } ao 
gate possible sites, or by assigning the work to ; 

the local plan commission. The CAA and the State ' 
Planning Board will work closely on all plans. 





5 ZONING STATUS OF THE POPULATION PERSONALS 
, OF WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 



































A The name of the Alley Dwelling Authority for 
. @ June 10, 1943 the District of Columbia was changed by Executive 
” Incornorated Cities Order m June 1, 1943, to the National Capital Hous- 
Name Total ing Authority. John Ihlder continues as executive 
“ Name Population Zoned Zoning Unzoned officer. 
*s | Dearborn 63,58h x 
Detroit 1,623,452 x Donald W. Athearn has accepted the position 
Garden City 4,096 x of junior planning assistant with the Cleveland 
" Grosse Pointe 6,179 x City Planning Commission. 
. Hamtramck 49,839 x 
= Highland Park 50,810 x Thorsten V. Kalijarvi, executive director of 
wi Lincoln Park 15,236 x the New Hampshire State Planning and Development 
« Melvindale 4,764 x Commission, has been appointeda member of the post- 
mt Plymouth 5, 360 x war planning committee set up by Governor Blood. 
River Rouge 17,008 x 
, Wyandotte 30,618 x John C. Page has resigned as commissioner of 
“ | Total 1,870,946 1,790,489 30,618 49,839 reclamation, owing to ill health. He has been ap- 
, 100.C% 95.7% 1.6% 2.7% pointed consulting engineer for the Bureau, with 
4 headquarters at Denver, Colorado. Harry W. Rashore 
7° Incorporated Villages will be in charge of the Bureau of Reclamation 
Allen Park 3,487 + pending the appointment of a permanent successor 
_ | Belleville 1,286 x to Mr. Page. 
a | Ecorse 13,209 x 
1 | Flat Rock 1,467 x J. Davidson Stephen who has spent the last 
t Grosse Pte. Fms. T,an7 x year at Cranbrook Academy of Art has joined the 
8 Grosse Pte. Pk. 12,646 x staff of the Detroit City Plan Commission as an 
" Grosse Pte. Shrs. 777 x assistant city planning analyst. 
of Grosse Pte. Wds. 2,805 x 
a Inkster 7,044 x Fred C. Taylor, formerly director of traffic 
. Northville* 2,920 x and planning of the Michigan State Highway Depart- 
a) %, Riverview 804, x ment, is now Chief, Transportation of Persons, 
‘i } Rockwood 1,147 x Transportation Corps of the United States Army, with 
12 Trenton 5,284 x the rank of lieutenant—colonel. 
we a ett ahs 86 oTE eE 
. Total by 31 5 340 1 > 94, ? Ef 
20 100.0% 79.9% 16.0% 4.1% POST-WAR PLANNING IN DULUTH 
1e On recommendation of the City Planning Commis- 
y Townships sion, following a joint meeting of the Commission 
a Brownstown 3,434 x with the City Council, the Common Council, on June 
1g Canton ** 2,a11 x 28, adopted a resolution approving the creation of 
+d Dearborn 8,052 x a Duluth Planning Council which is to prepare a 


“ Ecorse 1,875 x plan for the City's redevelopment and for a post-war 


: 











” Gratiot 858 x public works program. The Planning Commission has [ 

a Grosse Ile 2, 206 x suggested that the Duluth Planning Council work | 

6 Huron ++ 3,668 x closely with the Commission, but that the Council ey! 

te Livonia 8,728 x have representation from governmental units, public i 

“ Monguagon 53 x utilities, labor organizations, civic organizations, it 

oe Nankin 15,838 x churches, trade and professional organizations. It 
Northville 3,192 x was suggested also that the Planning Council present ' 
Plymouth 2,270 x its recommendations tothe City Planning Commission i 
Redford 6,867 x for incorporation into the general city plan. i 

Romulus 6,880 x 
Sumpter 2,228 x 

2 taylor 8) 862 ‘ POST-WAR PLANNING FOR SOUTH AFRICA 

- Van Buren *+ 2 x The first step in a vast post-war reconstruc- 

“i Total 80,361 44,591 32,578 3,192 tion program for South Africa was taken recently by 

he | 100.0% on 40.5% mn General Smuts when he asked local authorities 

1 (| Grand Total 2,015,623 1,886,488 73,490 55,4,5 throughout South Africa to give early consideration 

~ 4 100.0% 93.6% 3.62 2.8% to the preparation ofa public works program to pro= 

rk K * Passed by Village Commission 3-16-43. Rejected vide for post-war empl>yment. The program which con- 

s 6 } at referendum 6-1-43. cerns capital development and housing is being or- 

to j ** Interim zoning ordinance. Py ganized by the Government. It is stated that an ex- 

te Information furnished by a member; believed penditure of over 25 million sterling is envisaged 


to be accurate but not guaranteed. in the immediate post-war years. 
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LEGISLATION — ADOPTED 
State 


tulifornii: §, B. 807 - Provides for the creation 
of a State Reconstruction and Reemployment Commis- 
sion consisting of nine members; the Director of 
Public Works, chairman; Director of Finance, Di- 
rector of Professional and Vocational Standards, 
President of the University of California, Director 
of Natural Resources, Director of Agriculture, Di- 
rector of Industrial Relations, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Executive Secretary of the Gov- 
ernor. The duty of the Commission is to collect, 
assemble, study, and analyze data concerning the 
human, natural and economic resources of the State; 
to endeavor to formulate and promote plans and pro- 
grams relating to the employment of discharged serv— 
ice men and women; to plan for and promote the im- 
provement and expansion of the highway and freeway 
systems of the State, etc., etc. Each member of 
the Commission shall act as chairman of a citizens 
advisory committee of five members; this bill abol- 
ishes the state planning board. 








ficrita: HB. 309 =- Authorizes each city, town and 
village to establish and maintain a Post-War Public 
Works Reserve Fund to provide funds for paying all 
or part of the cost of a long-range post-war pro- 
gram of municipal improvement. Provides, also, 
that each city, town and village is authorized to 
create a planning board or to permit an existing 
department to formulate, develop and annually re- 
vise a capital budget and make preliminary plans 
and surveys for a long-range, post-war program of 
municipal public works projects. This act remains 
in force and effect for the duration of the exist- 
ing war and for six months after termination there- 
of. 


Gecreia: H. B. 16 = Establishes the Agricultural 
and Industrial Development Board of Georgia to 
consist of twenty-one members made up of the Chair- 
man of the Board of Regents of the University Sys- 
tem of Georgia, the State Superintendent of Schools, 
the Commissioner of Agriculture, the Director of 
Public Health, the Head of the Department of Con- 
servation, the Chairman of the Public Service Com- 
mission, and fifteen citizens from the state at 
large appointed by the Governor. The Board is to 
advise and counsel with and coordinate the efforts 
and activities of all departments and agencies of 
the State which are engaged in the assistance or 
promotion of or planning for the agricultural or 
industrial development of the natural resources of 
the State, etc. 

S.B. 36 = Abolishes the State Planning Board. 


Iilinois: H. B. 708 = Creates the Illinois Post- 
War Planning Commission; abolishes the Illinois 
State Planning Commission. See June News Letter, 
page 54. 


Maryland: Chapter 981 - Creates a Commission on 
Post-War Reconstruction and Development to study 
and formulate a post-war program forthe State. The 
Commission isto have representatives from the State 





2 


Planning Commission, industry, labor, finance, an Qa 
the public. It isto formulate a program of public act ¢ 
works projects for the post-war period; to undertake conf< 
studies concerning grade crossing elimination, 
highways, parkways, public works, public housing, | 

state buildings, airway terminals; to maintain 


liaison with federal officials and agencies con- S._ 8: 
cerned with post-war planning, etc. — Ame 

Chapter 551 - Zoning Anne Arundel County: Au- , 1941 
thorizes the county commissioners of Anne Arundel the : 
County to adopta comprehensive plan of zoning reg- pende 
ulations. | inves 


for : 
Minnesota: Chapter 544, Laws of 1943 - Authorizes and ‘ 
the creation of the "Central Business District highi 
Authority" in any city of the first class having 
a population of not less than 250,000, an area of 2.5) 
not less than ( square miles, which operates under This 
a home rule charter, and which provides for a com the « 
mission form of government. The Authority may be | town: 





created by a petition of the owners of not less ing | 
than sixty per cent of the assessed valuation of of li 
all of the real estate ina limited area comprising | paid 
substantially all of the general business district. year: 
The Authority will consist of the Mayor, the Auditor, city 
the Commissioner in charge of public improvements, makit 
and six registered voters appointed by the Mayor. 

It is authorized principally to acquire, build, H.R 
own, and operate either directly or indirectly by Robi 
contract, lease, or license, public waiting rooms, 411: 
transfer centers, vehicle and transfer terminal sp) oll 
public accommodations and vehicle parking stations avail 
and parking facilities, either within or without pres 
such districts including a transportation systen to t 


as a coordinate part of such parking stations and one- 
parking facilities. The Authority has the right bill 
to levy taxes, special assessments, and it has the stru 
right of eminent domain. of v 

ties 


Pennsylvania: Act 51 - Creates a post-war planning tern 
commission consisting of ten members appointed by 
the Governor. These members are to represent in- 
dustry, labor, agriculture, business, education, 
and civil life. The commission is to undertake 
studies and prepare plans to offset economic dis- 











locations of the post-war period. It is to prepare crea 
plans for the conversion and utilization of war itat 
plants, for the development of markets, for the 16. 
full use of transportation and labor, etc., etc. Plan 
An appropriation of $200,000 is made. Secr 
repr 
South Carolina: Section 5, Act 975, 1942 - Creates | trib 
a Preparedness for Peace Commission, consisting of | manu 


House, and twenty-four additional members to be 

appointed by the Governor. The duties of the om- | the 
mission are to plan a peace-time economy for the are 
State; to study the state government in South Car- need 
olina and recommend changes necessary to sor enfih @ othe 


three members of the Senate, three members of the | plan 


more efficient and more economical; to consider (}-e-c 
tax structure; toinquire into and make recommenda- duct 
tions regarding other matters. The sum of | for 
#15,900.00 is appropriated. | stat 
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LEGISLATION—PROPOSED 
State 


[ilinois: H.B. 720 - Proposes to amend the zoning 
act and provide for the gradual elimination of non- 


conforming uses. 


Federal 


Ss. 621: (H. R. 2113) Introduced by Senator Hayden 
- Amends section 5 of the Defense Highway Act of 
1941 providing that federal funds apportioned to 
the states prior to January 1, 1942, and not ex- 
pended, may be used for engineering and economic 
investigations of projects for future construction; 
for surveys, plans, specifications and estimates, 
and the acquisition of rights-of-way for post-war 
highway improvements. 


5.1163: Introduced by Senator Robert F. Wagner. 
This isthe Urban Land Institute bill "to encourage 
the development of good neighborhood conditions in 
towns and cities"; provides that the National Hous- 
ing Agency may make loans to cities for the purchase 
of land in redevelopment areas; loans are to be re- 
paid in the period of not to exceed ninety-nine 
years; the National Housing Agency may issue to any 
city a grant to defray expenses incident to the 
making of development plans. 


H.R. 2426: (§, 971) Introduced by Representative 
Robinson - Proposes to appropriate the sum of 3 
illion dollars available at the rate of 1 billion 
ollars ayear for highway construction, to be made 
available immediately upon the termination of the 
present war emergency. The method of apportionment 
to the states shall be based on one-halt population, 
one-fourth area, one-fourth post-road mileage. The 
bill provides, also, that the development and con- 
striction of off-street facilities for the parking 
of vehicles and the construction of highway facili- 
ties to give access to and between transportation 
terminals shall be considered highway projects. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE COUNCIL ON 
POST-WAR PLANNING AND REHABILITATION 


Governor Robert 0. Blood of New Hampshire has 
created aCouncil on Post-War Planning and Rehabil- 
itation. The Council held its first meeting onJune 
16. Thorsten V. Kalijarvi, Director of the State 
Planning and Development Commission, was elected 
Secretary of the Council. The members of the Council 
represent agriculture, economic development, dis- 
tribution, employment, finance, education, labor, 
manufacturing, public works, resort industry, state 
planning, war veterans, and welfare. 

Among the problems tobe met bythe state after 
the war are the return of men and women from the 
amed services and from war industries, who will 
need employment; the transition of manufacturing and 
"sea business from awar to a peacetime basis; the 
ay"e-employment of workers now inthe state's war pro- 
duction plants; and the creation of opportunities 
for young people to find suitable employment in the 
state when they have completed their education. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


New York Industry Produces for Victory, Annual 
Report of the New York State Division of Commerce, 








1942: Executive Department, Albany, New York. 
32pp.illus. 
Director's Progress Report No, 6 of the Regional 


Association of Cleveland, 1942; Housing Center, 
West Mall Drive, Cleveland, Ohio; Ernest J. Bohn, 
Director. 12pp.mimeo. 


Biennial Re 2 w i 

and Development Commission, 1942: State Office 
Building, Concord, New Hampshire; Thorsten V. Kali- 
jarvi, Executive Director. 47pp.maps,illus. (An 
attractive and well-documented story of the con- 
tinuing excellent work of this Commission.) 


g Frederick J. Cel- 
larius, President, Dayton City Plan Board. In 
Twenty-Ninth Annual Report of the City of Dayton, 
Ohio. 1942. 124pp.illus. 


Sixteenth Annual Report of Des Moines City Plan and 
Zoning Commission, 1941-1913; Des Moines, Iowa; 
Mrs. Edyth Howard, Executive Secretary. 42pp.mimeo. 
charts. 





1943 Report of Capital Expenditures Budgeting Pro- 
gram of Greenfield, ivassachusetts: Greenfield 
Planning Board,Greenfield, Massachusetts; James A. 
Britton, Chairman. pp. ftables, graphs. 


Accomplishments of Los Angeles City Planning Commis— 
sion, 1942: Room 361, City Hall, LosAngeles, Cal- 
ifornia; Charles B. Bennett, Director of Planning. 
Unpaged,maps, graphs,illus. 





eview of the Board of Public Lan is- 
Sioners, 1942: Room 804, City Hall, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; Alvin C. Bromm, City Planner. 1Opp.mimeo. 
tables. 


Annual Report of the Portland City Planning Board, 
1942: Room 48,City Hall, Portland, Maine; H. Nor- 
ton Maxfield, Engineer. Unpaged, mimeo. (Contains 
rules for approving subdivisions, proposed municipal 
planning and zoning enabling act.) 


First Progress Report of the Governor's Commission 





on Metropolitan Transportation, April 1943: 14 
College Street, Providence, Rhode Island; Leslie 
Williams, Engineer-Director. Unpaged, mimeo- 
graphed. 

Planning San 

of a Post—War Plen _— re ie. California. City 


Planning Commission, 260 Civic Center, San Diego, 
California; Glenn A. Rick, City Planning Engineer. 
1943. 27pp-maps. 


Planning for the Peace Era_ of San Diego County, 
1943: San Diego County Planning Commission, 213 
Civic Center, San Diego, California; Lorin W. Dee- 
wall, Planning Engineer. 20pp.mimeo.illus. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


THE CITY: ITS GROWTH; ITS DECAY; ITS FUTURE. Eliel 
Saarinen. Reinhold Publishing Company, 330 West 
42nd Street, New York City. 379pp. $3.50. (This 
is an important and forward-looking book. Do not, 
however, expect to find much that is new in it. 
The author has very well stated principles that 
modern planners have agreed upon. He makes three 
important points: Social planning must precede 
physical planning; there must be proper correla- 
tion of buildings totheir sites, to the community, 
and to the community needs; and third, city re- 
building must proceed on the basis of organic de- 
centralization which in effect means self-contained 
neighborhoods. The first one hundred pages con- 
stitute the most devastating criticism of post- 
renaissance and contemporary architecture that I 
have seen. Do not be disturbed by the table of 
contents which for a book intended for public con- 
sumption seems unfortunate. 

The author says that the conflict is between 
city planning and city building. Modern, large, 
rapidly growing cities must have planning before 
building. The conflict is, therefore, one between 
"good" city planning and inadequate planning. In 
spite of some minor disagreements, I found the book 
very inspiring and believe it should be read by ev- 
ery person interested in city planning. WHB) 


HANDBOOK FOR PARISH PLANNING: A GUIDE FOR PARISH 
PLANNING BOARDS. State Department of Public Works, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Dewitt L. Pyburn, Director; 
C. Carter Brom, Chief, Planning Section. 1943. 
10lpp.maps,illus.,charts. (A detailed report out- 
lining studies which should be undertaken for par- 
ish planning. The approach is broad. Starting 
with a statement of existing problems, the report 
traces the steps in plan making and then provides 
an exhaustive guide of studies which should be un- 
dertaken, dealing with power, fuel, water, housing, 
health, agriculture, education, labor, communica- 
tions, transportation, manufacturing, business, rec- 
reation, finance, population, land, etc. Part IV 
deals with "What Comes After the Survey?" There is 
a Model Resolution for establishing a parish plan- 
ning board andalist of state agencies which serve 
as sources of information. WHB) 


INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL BACKGROUND FOR PLANNING 
CHICAGO. The Chicago Plan Commission, 20 North 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois; H. Evert Kincaid, 
Acting Executive Director. September 1942. 66pp. 
maps,graphs,charts,tables. $1.90. (This consists 
of a historical review of Chicago's industrial 
growth together with a study of industrial trends 
in Chicago and its region. The third section is 
devoted to commercial trends in the Chicago region. 
Includes an interesting section m decentralization 
of Chicago industries.) 


BETTER RURAL LIFE. Ayers Brinser. National Re- 
sources Planning Board, Region 1, 2100 Federal 
Building, Boston, Massachusetts. May 1943. 42pp. 


mimeo. graphs. 
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REGIONALIZED FREIGHT RATES: BARRIER TONATIONAL PROj | 
DUCTIVENESS. Tennessee Valley Authority, Knoxville, | 
Tennessee. March 1943. 82pp.mimeo. (This report 

goes far beyond the scope indicated by its title, ! @ 
The underlying issue which it discusses is not the 
question of rate-making, but of public policy - ways 
and means for achieving higher national productive- 
ness. Oneofits principal conclusions is that be- 
fore highest national productiveness can be reached, 
the South and West must contribute more abundantly 
to the national industrial output than they have in 
the past.) 


—- — 


LONG RANGE RECREATION PLAN. Department of Public 





Recreation, 1129 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, | -— 
Maryland; H.S. Callowhill, Director. Prepared for | Ve 
the Commission onCity Plan,1941, by Weaver W. Pang- ne 
burn, Field Representative, and F. Ellwood Allen, 
Specialist in Areas and Facilities, of the National 
Recreation Association. April 1943. 100pp.maps, 
illus. $1.00. (The report finds that the total 
acreage of park and recreation space falls far be- is 
low the accepted standard of an acre for every one In 
hundred population.) in 
LONG RANGE RECREATION PLAN OF PORTLAND, MAINE. Na- 7a 
tional Recreation Association, 315 Fourth Avenue, tr 
New York, New York. January 1943. 90pp.tables, ni 
MapS. of 
nc 
REBUILDING BRITAIN. The Royal Institute of British in 
Architects. British Information Services, 30 Rocke- ti 


feller Plaza, New York, New York. February 1943. 7 
80pp.illus. (The Royal Institute of British Archi- »). 4) av 





tects in popular language and breezy style outlines le 
some of the principles for rebuilding Great Britain. pr 
They feel "that the Planning Officer mst necessarily te 
be a full-time official of a Local Authority and fl 
that he should preferably be an Architect.") qt 

S\ 
IMPACT OF THE WAR ON THE TRI-CITY AREA OF ROCK IS- ti 
LAND, ILLINOIS; DAVENPORT, IOWA; MOLINE, ILLINOIS; b 
1917-1919. Caroline Buck Reeves. Division of His- tr 
torical Studies of Wartime Problems, United States ir 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, « 
Washington, D. C. April 1943. 45pp.mimeo.tables. 0! 
PLAN MILWAUKEE FOR TOMORROW. C.B. Whitnall. Board t 
of Public Land Commissioners, City Hall, Milwaukee, om 
Wisconsin. l12pp. Undated. : 
WHAT IS PLANNING? Jacob I. Zeitlin. Reprint from . 
Califomia Arts and Architecture, Western States n 
Publishing Company, 3305 Wilshire Blvd., Los Ange- : 
les, California, April 1943. 3pp. | 3 
RESEARCH AND POST WAR PLANNING = SURVEY OF AGENCIES, . 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. United Nations Information Office, | a 
610 Fifth Avenue, New York City. Part VIII, April t 
1943. 2 vols.mimeo. | 
WAR PUBLIC WORKS, A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY. United 
States Federal Works Agency, Reference Library, His (y t 
Washington, D.C. February: 1943. 55pp.mimeo. } f 
("War public works" is defined as those public works | , 
provided for under Title II of the Lanham Act.) | 6 





